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Back in the summer of ‘69
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On our way out
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A new place (for us)
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Back to 2019
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Our experience?

We felt seen

We felt included

…for that quick journey



Who is bullied?
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• Risk factors from stopbullying.gov: 

• Students who are perceived to be different
• Students who are perceived to be weak or 

unable to defend themselves
• Students who belong to certain social groups, 

e.g. LGBTQ, youth with disabilities, religious 
and/or ethnic minorities

• Perceived outcasts



What the literature says
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Possibly the largest study to date (80,770 students) in the 
Netherlands (Mooij,2011) found the following risk factors for 
bullying: 
• physical appearance,
• school performance
• physical or mental disabilities
• religious aspects
• gender issues
• sexual orientation
• individual behavior
• 32.5% of the sample was somehow involved in bullying
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But we’re not going to talk about bullying 
today. 

We’re going to talk about how our schools are 
immersed in their sociocultural context 
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Learning is intrinsically situated in the 
sociocultural context and community of 

practice
(Johnson, 2006) 
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“There are no neutral spaces in schooling, no 
ways to insulate oneself from the social 

consequences of one’s activities”
Morgan (2004: p.176) 
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Can we stop/prevent/act on these causes? 

We (probably) can’t

But we can definitely do something
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I am an advocate for representation more than 
inclusion, for identity more than tokenism

Let me come out…

I’m a bit of an impostor…
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Identities are socially constructed and 
negotiated, shaped by discourse, context-

bound and
indicative of how one understands his/her 
relationship to the macro-societal context

(Norton, 1997, Pennycook, 2001, Johnson, 2003).
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Where am I – as a disabled woman- in the 
general culture that surrounds me? 

(Jenny Morris, Pride against Prejudice)
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In groups of 4/5: all different roles in the school 
(possibly)

Follow a new student’s steps in your school: what do 
they see or hear?

Think about reception, the DoS, floor managers, the 
brochures, the pictures on the walls
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Feedback

Are your equality policies mentioned at 
reception?

Are groups at risks represented on your walls, 
in your brochures, in your discourse?



Do we let (potential) victims, (potential) 
bullies and bystanders know that any identity 

may be represented, seen and expressed in 
our school context?
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Pictures from IH Rome
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Pictures from IH Rome
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Pictures from IH Rome
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Pictures from IH Rome
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Pictures from IH Rome
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The Others: who are «the others»?

A simple task for our learners, a challenge to take 
on for publishers:

1) Go through your coursebook
2) Who are «the others»? 
3) Design one coursebook page (reading, 

speaking, writing, listening task) to include 
these others
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https://the-unpublished.com
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https://the-unpublished.com/the-lesson/


Advantages of learner-generated materials?
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• No rubric is imposed by the teacher on the 
learners

• Any form of negative backlash is dealt with 
by the learners

• Learners create their own content: we can 
bury the hatchet on textbooks

• Demand high & cognitive challenge



Sample Lessons: J5, IH Rome
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Sample Lessons: Marta and Beatrice, 18-IH Rome
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Sample Lessons: Nicola, 17-IH Rome
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…not even when queer themes came up!

No juniors or teens were harmed in 
the making of this lesson



Delta publishing has taken 
the leap
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Activities for Inclusive Language Teaching: embracing 
diversity in the ELT classroom

Out in September 2020
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“Welcome to my space” vs “this is our space”

Inclusion vs representation

We’re on a Moebius strip, 
not on a two-sided strip



One continuous side, one boundary, unorientable
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We may not be able to stop bullying
But…

We can definitely make our students’ 
experience a more inclusive one
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